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Rainforest Orchids

Orchids are the largest plant family in the world with over 25,000 known 
species. They are famous for their beauty. Orchids come in many colors, 
sizes, and weights. They might be as small as a penny or large enough to 
weigh several hundred pounds. All orchid flowers have three green outer 
sepals and three bright inner petals. Many orchids grow on rocks, under 
the ground, or in the soil. Most orchids in tropical rainforests are epiphytes. 
Epiphytes are plants that grow on other plants but do not steal nutrients. 
Rainforest orchids live high up in the canopy to get more sunlight. Their Rainforest orchids live high up in the canopy to get more sunlight. Their 
roots wave in the air to draw in water and nutrients. Some of them get food 
from fungi that live inside their roots. They have extra stems that store 
water to use in dry times. Many orchids can pollinate themselves. Others 
depend on certain insects and birds for pollination. Orchids make hundreds 
of thousands of tiny seeds that are easily carried by tropical winds over 
large areas. Rainforest orchids are used to make things like perfumes, 
spices, medicines. One species helps make vanilla flavoring.    spices, medicines. One species helps make vanilla flavoring.    

     
1) What is one way all orchids are 
alike?

A) They grow in soil.
B) They all grow on other plants.
C) They have a total of six petals and
     sepals.
D) They all make vanilla flavoring.

2) According to the text, epiphytes ---2) According to the text, epiphytes ---

A) grow on rocks
B) steal nutrients from another plant
C) grow on other plants
D) make their own food

3) Based on information in the text, which 
of the following statements is not true?

A) Orchids come in many different sizes.
B) Orchids are many different colors.
C) Orchids can weigh a little or a lot.
D) Orchids are all epiphytes.

4) What is one adaptation that helps 4) What is one adaptation that helps 
orchids succeed in tropical rainforests?

A) They make many seeds that get 
     carried over large areas of land.
B) They are used to make vanilla flavoring.
C) They get food from fungi inside their
     roots.
D) They only grow on other plants.D) They only grow on other plants.
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